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An Architectural Tour
of Champaign County
With Mike Simpson

On Tuesday March 25th at 7:00 p.m.,
Mike Simpson, a long time resident of
Champaign County, who recently com-
pleted 44 years as a visual arts teacher at
Urbana High School, will present an illus-
trated lecture on the architecture of
Urbana and Champaign County.

degree from Wright State University. He
is now teaching drawing and art survey
courses at Urbana University.

His love of architecture has taken him to
specialized seminars at Falling Water in
Pennsylvania and both the Smithsonian
Institute and the Mational Trust for His-
Simpson is also an active artist with toric Preservation.
works in many collections including the
Champaign County Historical Society. His
canvases featuring historic scenes and
local buildings are particularly prized.

Simpson has given several walking tours
of downtown Urbana’s historic structures
at special events. His program at the
Museum will give you the opportunity to
Simpson holds a Bachelor's degree from  learn about our area’s historic structures
the Ohio Statue University and a Master's with out even leaving your chair.

From the President’s Desk

Now that the blizzard of 2008 is history, | hope you were able
to stay warm and safe inside and that March which certainly came
in like a Lion this year will go out like a Lamb. On March 25th, we
have planned a program that is guaranteed to make you get out
of the house and appreciate our architectural heritage when Mike
Simpson shares his love of historic buildings.

We're never quite sure whether we should plan a meeting in
January for fear of a snow storm; but this year the weather coop-
erated and a group of nearly 50 people were captivated by Greg Shipley's review of his experi-
ences as an amateur archaeologist. In addition to a slide lecture showing his various digs, Greg
was kind enough in bring in a large number of his finds. It was amazing to see what can be
found beneath the fields of Champaign and Logan Counties!

As you're planning your spring and early summer activities, remember the 3rd annual Camp
Kenton will be held Fathers’ Day Weekend June 14th and 15th. ﬁ, M

The Curator’s Corner

On February 24th our Museum hosted one of three
regional "Community Conversations” held this year by
the Mad River Theater Works to gather material and
ideas for an upcoming performance. The play entitled
"The Lay of the Land”™ will focus on “the past, present
artd fulure of the land and our relationship o it.° We
hope the spirited comeersation at the Museurm will
help the group’'s creative staff. The Mad River Thea-
ter Works has been creating plays and music based
on historic themes for nearly 30 years,

As you know CCHS is an all volunteer organization.
We have many devoted volunteers who work on Mon-
days and Tuesdays and others who work on new
exhibits in the evenings. Of course, Okloberfest could
not exist without our volunteers.

Howewver, | would like fo thank one particular vol-
unteer who for the past year has been our technical
advisor and all round website gurw.  Chase Stierfhuff,
& history major at Urbana Universily, began as an
infemn in the fall of 2007. Chase has made an enor-
mous improvement fo the Sociely's website. We are
all very gratefull Take a moment o wisit
www. champaigneountyhistoncalmuseum.org.  Chase
is helping move the Society info the 21st Cenfury!

We always need additional volunteers. If you're

interested, please contact me or drop by the Museum
during our scheduled hours.
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